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What’s My Age Again?

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL EATS
Age is one of those things that we use to categorize and define ourselves and the world

around us. When we're between the ages of 5 and 10, everything is wonderful because there  GainesvilleScene’s Guide to Italian
ot are scheduled times for us to nap and color, school is ridiculously easy, and we don't give a

fuck about what anyone thinks of us. GainesvilleScene’s Guide to Breakfast

: . . GainesvilleScene's Guide to Sushi
! When we get to be between the ages of 11 and 14, napping and coloring are distant
memories, math starts to be calculated using letters, and everyone’s opinion of us matters GainesvilleScene’s guide to Mexican Food
more than the opinions we have of ourselves.

GainesvilleScene’s Guide to Burgers
GainesvilleScene’s Guide to Pizza
GainesvilleScene's Guide to First Dates
GainesvilleScene's Guide to Dessert
GainesvilleScene's Guide to Southern Food
GainesvilleScene's Guide to Lunch

GainesvilleScene's Guide to Sandwiches

GainesvilleScene's Guide to BBQ

And then there’s fifteen to eighteen. During those years, everything is heightened and more YOUR WEEKEND DIRTY DOZEN
dramatic. You start to believe things are coming to an abysmal end if one thing in your life

goes wrong. “If I don't get an ‘A’ on this quiz, I'll never get into college” becomes a regular
mantra of your high school career. ) SceneSounds 4l SOUNDCLOUD

Dirty Dozen 7/... [iag

Once you get to be in your twenties, though, age matters less and less, especially once you
cross the threshold of your twenty-first birthday. After that happens, the differences in ages
become just facts about your life rather than defining qualities of your personality.



http://gainesvillescene.com
http://gainesvillescene.com/category/local/
http://gainesvillescene.com/category/eat-drink/
http://gainesvillescene.com/category/music-nightlife/
http://gainesvillescene.com/category/arts-entertainment/
http://gainesvillescene.com/category/tech-startups/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2014/08/12/whats-my-age-again/#
http://gainesvillescene.com/2014/08/12/whats-my-age-again/#
http://facebook.com/gnvscene
http://twitter.com/gnvscene
http://instagram.com/gainesvillescene
http://gainesvillescene.com
http://gainesvillescene.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/agingface2.jpg
http://gainesvillescene.com/category/culture/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2014/08/12/whats-my-age-again/#respond
http://gainesvillescene.com/author/alyssa-hockensmith/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2014/04/15/ciao-bella-a-guide-to-gainesville-italian/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/04/15/gainesville-breakfast-of-champions/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/09/02/gainesville-sushi-the-raw-truth/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/07/02/gainesville-mouth-fiesta/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2014/05/15/the-gainesville-krabby-patty/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/04/21/a-slice-of-gainesville-heaven/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/04/15/50-first-dates/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/07/11/chocolate-wasted-in-gainesville/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2014/03/25/savor-the-southern-eats-of-gainesville/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2014/02/05/the-gainesville-lunch-bunch/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/10/01/hey-gainesville-make-me-a-sandwich/
http://gainesvillescene.com/2013/09/23/gainesville-bbq-kings/
http://www.facebook.com/gnvscene
http://www.facebook.com/gnvscene
http://www.facebook.com/gnvscene
http://www.facebook.com/nikki.yager.1
http://www.facebook.com/carolina.garcia.14855
http://www.facebook.com/jewboy5000
http://www.facebook.com/damian.mango.2
http://www.facebook.com/benjamin.w.harrison.9
http://www.facebook.com/derrick.friga
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://soundcloud.com/scenesounds/sets/dirty-dozen-7-18-2014
http://soundcloud.com/scenesounds
https://soundcloud.com/scenesounds/sets/dirty-dozen-7-18-2014
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fgainesvillescene.com%2F2014%2F08%2F12%2Fwhats-my-age-again%2F&text=What%E2%80%99s%20My%20Age%20Again%3F%20%7C%20GainesvilleScene&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgainesvillescene.com%2F2014%2F08%2F12%2Fwhats-my-age-again%2F&via=gnvscene
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgainesvillescene.com%2F2014%2F08%2F12%2Fwhats-my-age-again%2F

Which brings me to the real reason I began to muse on this subject.
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The other day, I was in the car driving to work and “Amnesia” by 5 Seconds of Summer
came on the radio. I found myself singing along to the lyrics with the same mindless
attention that is required with any pop song, and my friend in the passenger seat joined me.

About halfway through the first verse, she made a comment. She confessed that she couldn’t
believe that the guys in this band were still teenagers and that she regretted some of the
more lewd and crude thoughts she had about them before she learned their true ages. As I
mindlessly sang the chorus and next verse, I found myself pondering this thought. I, too, was
a little surprised by the fact that these boys haven't found their way into the dominion of a
twenty-something yet.

But, unlike my friend, I didn't really reconsider my feelings toward the pop-punk band due to

their ages. Instead, I found myself thinking about how it was that both she and I had
mistaken them for being older than they actually are.
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So, I did what any over-thinker would do in this situation: I constructed a theory.

We, as a society, tend to define success in different ways, but in general, when we picture
success, we tend to picture people who are older than we are. Due to this general
perception, I think it's possible that we project that picture onto those people who are
successful at a younger age and see them as older than they really are. We do this because
it's easier for us to understand success in these terms. When we see people who are
younger than us doing extraordinary things, it's easy to get down on ourselves and wonder
why we're not out there doing amazing things too.

It was one of those truly existential moments in which I was forced to contemplate some
harsh realities about my own tendencies to question my lack of extraordinary qualities or
successes. [ realized that success and age are not correlated at all. It is in our abilities and
our tenacity that we are able to find success, not our age.
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Just because we're getting older, doesn’t mean things are just going to automatically work
out. Graduating from college doesn't earn you a great job or a pat on the back. Merely being
a person of a certain age doesn’t define who we are. It's up to us to work to forge our own
successes in this world.

As I go through life post-grad, I think about this notion. I am the reason I will succeed, just
as Iam the reason I will fail. There’s no magical formula that will grant me success once I
turn thirty. Age is truly nothing but a number, and I'll be damned if I'm defined by a measly
number.
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